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Tata Communications joins  
WiMAX Forum® Board of Directors 

 
Mumbai – May 28, 2009 – The WiMAX Forum today announced the addition of Tata 
Communications, one of the world’s largest telecommunications providers, as a new member to 
its Board of Directors. Prateek Pashine, COO of Tata Communications’ retail broadband unit, will 
serve as the representative to the WiMAX Forum board. 
 
“Electing Tata to the board demonstrates the WiMAX Forum’s commitment to the Indian market 
and signifies the company’s importance to the WiMAX ecosystem worldwide,” said Ron Resnick, 
president and chairman of the WiMAX Forum. “As one of the leading global Internet and voice 
operators, Tata Communications has demonstrated its confidence that WiMAX is the leading 4G 
technology, and they have articulated their plans to bring broadband services to consumers in 
India through WiMAX.” 
 
Mr. Prateek Pashine, Chief Operating Officer of the retail broadband unit of Tata Communications 
has been with the Tata Group since 1995. Pashine was responsible for setting up Tata 
Communications Lanka (formerly VSNL Lanka) operations and served as Director on its Board for 
two years. He has worked on various committees set up by the Government of India to explore 
options on broadband initiatives with other countries. He has worked in various industries such as 
hospitality, software, real estate and telecom equipment and services. Pashine was the recipient 
of the prestigious Fullbright Scholarship of US and attended the Fulbright-CII Fellowship 
programme for Leadership in Management at the Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, USA, in 
2006.  He is also currently the Chair of the Wireless Broadband Alliance which is a global body 
involved in the expansion of roaming data services. 
 
“The strong representation by global operators to the WiMAX Forum board shows how evolved the 
WiMAX ecosystem has become,” added Pashine. “Various researches have predicted that India 
will play an important role in the development of the Global WiMAX ecosystem, and we will bring 
that perspective to the forefront within the Forum. Markets like India have unique product and 
business model needs which we expect would lead the way for other markets and operators 
around the world.”  
 
India has a huge opportunity for a rapid growth of Internet penetration. Currently broadband 
penetration in India is just 6.22 million out of the more than one billion population. Tata 
Communications plans to bring broadband services to homes and small businesses around the 
country to meet that need. 
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“I believe that India can soon be the largest market for WiMAX worldwide,” said Pashine. “Our 
goal is to develop a profitable business model and offer a range of affordable devices and services 
to our customers. As a member of the WiMax Forum Board, Tata Communications can encourage 
accelerated development of low cost WiMAX technologies products.” 
 
Currently, Tata Communications is an active member of the WiMAX Forum India Chapter (WFIC) 
and holds leadership positions in three of the chapter’s four working groups. Tata 
Communications also serves as the driving force for opening a certification lab in India and hopes 
to establish a live network test bed using its network in the near future. 
 
Tata Communications recently announced the launch of its 'One World, One Account service', a 
unique offering which allows all Tata Indicom Broadband customers to access high speed Internet 
roaming in over 160 countries using their same account. This service is aimed at creating an end-
to-end Internet service for home as well as small business users. The convenience of a single bill 
and access through multiple technologies helps give a seamless experience to users. This package 
also comes with various bundled services targeted at the home and small business user. 
 
Other members of the WiMAX Forum Board include:  Airspan Networks, Alcatel-Lucent, Alvarion, 
Aperto Networks, British Telecom, Clearwire Corporation, Comcast Cable, Fujitsu, Huawei 
Technologies, Information and Communications Research Laboratories at Taiwan’s Industrial 
Technology Research Institute (ITRI), Intel Corporation, KDDI, KT, Motorola, Nokia, Samsung, 
Sprint, and ZTE. 
 
The WiMAX Forum’s membership base represents a thriving WiMAX ecosystem which supports the 
more than 472 WiMAX network deployments in 139 countries. A complete list of members is 
available online at http://www.wimaxforum.org/about/. The WiMAX Forum is the worldwide 
consortium focused on global adoption of WiMAX and chartered to establish certification processes 
that achieve interoperability, publish technical specifications based on recognized standards, 
promote the technology and pursue a favorable regulatory environment.  
 
About the WiMAX Forum® 
The WiMAX Forum® is an industry-led, not-for-profit organization formed to certify and promote 
the compatibility and interoperability of broadband wireless products based upon the harmonized 
IEEE 802.16e/ETSI HiperMAN standard. A WiMAX Forum goal is to accelerate the introduction of 
these systems into the marketplace. WiMAX Forum Certified products are interoperable and 
support broadband fixed, nomadic, portable and mobile services.  
Along these lines, the WiMAX Forum works closely with service providers and regulators to ensure 
that WiMAX Forum Certified systems meet customer and government requirements. Through the 
WiMAX Forum Congress Events Series of global trade shows and events, the WiMAX Forum is 
committed to furthering education, training and collaboration to expand the reach of the WiMAX 
ecosystem. For more information, visit the trade show link at www.wimaxforum.org. 
 
"WiMAX Forum," the WiMAX Forum logo and the WiMAX Forum Certified logo are registered 
trademarks of the WiMAX Forum. "WiMAX," "Mobile WiMAX," "Fixed WiMAX," "WiMAX Certified," 

http://www.wimaxforum.org/about/
http://www.wimaxforum.org/


 
 

 

 
 

www.tatacommunications.com   
©2008 Tata Communications Ltd. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE For immediate release 

and "WiMAX Forum Certified" are trademarks of the WiMAX Forum. Third-party trademarks 
contained in this document are the property of their respective owners. 
 
   
About Tata Communications 
 
Tata Communications is a leading global provider of a new world of communications.  With a 
leadership position in emerging markets, Tata Communications leverages its advanced solutions 
capabilities and domain expertise across its global and pan-India network to deliver managed 
solutions to multi-national enterprises, service providers and Indian consumers. 
 
The Tata Global Network includes one of the most advanced and largest submarine cable 
networks, a Tier-1 IP network, with connectivity to more than 200 countries across 400 PoPs, and 
nearly 1 million square feet of data center and collocation space worldwide.  
 
Tata Communications' depth and breadth of reach in emerging markets includes leadership in 
Indian enterprise data services, leadership in global international voice, and strategic investments 
in operators in South Africa (Neotel), Sri Lanka (Tata Communications Lanka Limited), Nepal 
(United Telecom Limited), and subject to approval by the Chinese government, China (China 
Enterprise Communications) 
 
Tata Communications Limited is listed on the Bombay Stock Exchange and the National Stock 
Exchange of India and its ADRs are listed on the New York Stock Exchange. (NYSE: TCL) 
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Forward-looking and cautionary statements 
 
Certain words and statements in this release concerning Tata Communications and its prospects, and other 
statements including those relating to Tata Communications’ expected financial position, business strategy, the 
future development of Tata Communications’ operations and the general economy in India, are forward-looking 
statements. Such statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors, including 
financial, regulatory and environmental, as well as those relating to industry growth and trend projections, which 
may cause actual results, performance or achievements of Tata Communications, or industry results, to differ 
materially from those expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements. The important factors that could 
cause actual results, performance or achievements to differ materially from such forward-looking statements 
include, among others, failure to increase the volume of traffic on Tata Communications’ network, failure to 
develop new products and services that meet customer demands and generate acceptable margins, failure to 
successfully complete commercial testing of new technology and information systems to support new products 
and services, including voice transmission services, failure to stabilize or reduce the rate of price compression 
on certain of the company’s communications services, failure to integrate strategic acquisitions and changes in 
government policies or regulations of India and, in particular, changes relating to the administration of Tata 
Communications’ industry, and, in general, the economic, business and credit conditions in India. Additional 
factors that could cause actual results, performance or achievements to differ materially from such forward-
looking statements, many of which are not in Tata Communications’ control, include, but are not limited to, 
those risk factors discussed in Tata Communications’ various filings with the United States Securities and 
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Exchange Commission. These filings are available at www.sec.gov. Tata Communications is under no 
obligation to, and expressly disclaims any obligation to, update or alter its forward-looking statements. 
 
 


